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F. BURGOS 
MR. RADENBERG: Today is October 31, 2001. 

The time is now 0719 hours. 

Q. I'm Paul Radenberg of the Fire Department of 
the City of New York conducting an interview with -- 

A. Freddy Burgos, emergency medical technician 
for the Department of Fire. 

Q. Of EMS Battalion 14. This interview is being 
conducted at EMS Battalion 14 and is regarding the 
events of September 11, 2001. Freddy, just begin with 
when you were assigned to the job? 

A. We got assigned to the job. We were 
responding from the Bronx, down the FDR Highway. As we 
approached, we see the two burning buildings. 
Apparently both aircrafts had already crashed into the 
building. 

As we got downtown, we went through traffic 
to try and find the staging. We finally get to arrive 
at our staging area and we pull up. To my right I see 
one of the towers, I believe it's the first one that 
came down. In front of me on the other side of the 
street, there is numerous ambulances there. 

So I decided I didn't want to put myself 
right in the middle of it, so I backed my ambulance up 


to the opposite corner. Just then a rumble was heard, 
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and then after it goes black and pieces of metal and so 
forth and so forth started falling on the ambulance. 
It goes completely black. 

Thereafter, once it cleared up, I told my 
partner once it clears up we will get out, get the 
equipment and we will get out of the vehicle, because 
we were still in the vehicle. We were actually a 
little too close. That's where we wanted to go. When 
the first building came down, after the dust lifted 
from that one, in front of me, the other ambulances, 
most of them not Fire Department, private or some other 
ambulances, burning. I witnessed one vehicle crushed. 
I witnessed a limb inside the vehicle. There was 
obviously a person must have been dead inside it. The 
driver of the vehicle I believe it was. 

What else do I say. Me and my partner, Karen 
Lamanna, get out of the vehicle. We put our equipment 
on the stretcher. We come down walking, or actually 
running back to any open buildings, where we could go 
inside with our equipment. People were in there and 
set up a little triage area. Little bit of that 
stuff. Not much thereafter, prior to the second 
building coming down. 


Fire Department personnel and PD personnel 
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running into the building saying it's safe. Other 
people in there, including ourselves, were evacuated 
from that building and moved further away from the 
incident. As everybody was moving away, we are getting 
everybody. You could see obviously the body parts that 
were right next to us. 

My partner goes one way. I go back to the 
ambulance to pick up some more O2 tanks and just prior 
to getting to the bus, I hear the rumble and I drop 
everything and I run out. As I'm running, I take a 
look back, see the cloud of dust coming at me and I go 
into one of the buildings with a little walkway type of 
deal and ducked in there and see everything come by, it 
goes completely black. I waited a little bit before I 
came out. Come out and I'm walking to find Fire 
Department personnel. 

I started walking towards the water. I guess 
I figured if anything else came down, I'd go in the 
water. I walked alongside the water, until I wound up 
at one of the -- West Street or Chambers, I'm not 
exactly sure where it was. I walked over. I spoke to 
a Captain. I forget which Captain it was. I think it 
was Captain Rivera. He was looking at me and I'm all 


dusty and I'm white and so forth, and he says well, 
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where is your partner, I said I think she is dead. 

He takes me to the MERV, puts me in there and 
from then on I stood there. Not too long before I 
walked up to -- caught a ride actually, up to the 
Chelsea Piers where everything was being stationed at. 
Before you knew it, that was the whole day. From there 
we got shipped back here. That was about it. 

Q. Okay. When you first got there, were you on 
the West Side Highway, West Street? 

A. I was right along the West Side Highway, 
parallel. 

Q. Somewhere around Liberty? 

A. Right. 

Q. Okay. When the building came, the first 
building came down, after you got your stuff out of the 
bus. 

A. My stuff was still in the bus. When the 
first building came down, we were in the bus when the 
first building came down. 

Q. After that, when you got out of the bus, 
okay, did you come across West Side Highway, did you 
head west, do you remember? 

A. I think I went down -- these buildings along 


this side here. We got out of the bus and we came 
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down, down south into one of the buildings in there. 
That's where we set up our staging area. That lasted 
about 15 minutes, before somebody else came in and said 
it's not safe. We came back out and I went to my bus 
real quick to get more O2 tanks and everybody was going 
south. That's the last I saw of my partner, by the 
way. 

Q. She was heading south? 

A. If I remember correctly, she was heading 
south on the West Side Highway. 

Q. Okay. 

A. I got caught up, because I went back to get 
more O2 tanks. 

Q. Do you remember any -- when you first got 
there, any other EMS personnel that you recognized down 
there, officers? 

A. Not officers, I saw a couple of people that 
were there. I remember I saw Patterson, I forget his 
first name. 

Q. Patterson? 

A. One of the workers that was there got hit by 
something coming down and he hurt his arm. That I 
remember. Somewhere along the way, there was another 


EMT, I don't remember who he was. We helped him, he 
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helped us with all our shit. I don't know where his 
bus was. I don't think he did either. That was -- the 
point we came down, when I came out of that building, 
after the second tower came down, I was alone here. 

By this time, when building number two came 
down, I was alone. I didn't know where anybody was. I 
commenced going before the second building came down 
and jumping into one of these buildings. I remember 
falling on my face a couple of times. I kept tripping 
over body parts. Like they were covered by dust, so I 
couldn't see where I was going. 

After that I came out and I started walking 
towards the water. I kept looking at the water because 
I kept saying to myself, if something else comes down, 
I'm going to jump in the water. 

Q. You could see the Hudson from where you were 
on the west side? 

A. I knew it was there. It was partially 
blocked, but I knew it was there. My wife works at 
World Financial Center. So I knew the water was 
there. From then on I met up with -- as we were 
walking along the water, I met -- started to see 
people, bump into people. A couple I knew, a couple of 


people. Joey Conzo, that was it. Until I finally got 
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to the (inaudible) from. 

Q. Once you reached the Hudson, you went north 
towards Chambers? 

A. Started walking up towards Chambers where 
--- somebody said something about Chambers as far as 
West Street, or whatever that street was, as far as the 
first safety area. So that's basically where I kept 
heading, along the water. Basically kept heading that 
up that way; rubble, mess, shit like that, body parts 
everywhere. 

Q. Yes, yes. 

A. (inaudible). 

Q. Do you remember offhand what vehicle you were 
in, the vehicle number that day? 

A. I think it was 448, but I can't be sure. 

Q. What was your partner's name? 

A. Karen Lamanna. She was ALS. I was working 
overtime that day. I wasn't even supposed to be 
working. I was off that day. I came in for overtime 
and that was my first job. 

Q. Okay. 

A. (inaudible). 

Q. Okay. Any thoughts or comments? 

A 


. We were too close, we were too fucking 
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close. It wasn't just EMS. It was the entire system. 
Too close. That's about my only opinion that, too damn 
close. 
MR. RADENBERG: Okay, the time is now 0731. 
The interview is concluded. The interview date 
was October 31, 2001, not as previously stated 


August 31, 2001. 


